
Readings for 2/21/2018

Hymns: 55, 77, 320
The Bible
1. Ps. 31:24

2. Ps. 118:6

3. Esth. 3:1, 2, 5, 8, 10, 13

4. Esth. 4:5-17

24 Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in
the LORD.

6 The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me?
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AFTER these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman the son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above all the
princes that were with him.

And all the king’s servants, that were in the king’s gate, bowed, and
reverenced Haman: for the king had so commanded concerning him. But
Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence.

And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence,
then was Haman full of wrath.

¶ And Haman said unto king Ahasuerus, There is a certain people
scattered abroad and dispersed among the people in all the provinces of
thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse from all people; neither keep they
the king’s laws: therefore it is not for the king’s profit to suffer them.

And the king took his ring from his hand, and gave it unto Haman the son
of Hammedatha the Agagite, the Jews’ enemy.

And the letters were sent by posts into all the king’s provinces, to destroy,
to kill, and to cause to perish, all Jews, both young and old, little children
and women, in one day, even upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month,
which is the month Adar, and to take the spoil of them for a prey.

5

6

7

8

9

Then called Esther for Hatach, one of the king’s chamberlains, whom he
had appointed to attend upon her, and gave him a commandment to
Mordecai, to know what it was, and why it was.

So Hatach went forth to Mordecai unto the street of the city, which was
before the king’s gate.

And Mordecai told him of all that had happened unto him, and of the sum
of the money that Haman had promised to pay to the king’s treasuries for
the Jews, to destroy them.

Also he gave him the copy of the writing of the decree that was given at
Shushan to destroy them, to shew it unto Esther, and to declare it unto her,
and to charge her that she should go in unto the king, to make supplication
unto him, and to make request before him for her people.

And Hatach came and told Esther the words of Mordecai.



5. Esth. 5:1-4

6. Esth. 7:1-6
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¶ Again Esther spake unto Hatach, and gave him commandment unto
Mordecai;

All the king’s servants, and the people of the king’s provinces, do know,
that whosoever, whether man or woman, shall come unto the king into the
inner court, who is not called, there is one law of his to put him to death,
except such to whom the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, that he
may live: but I have not been called to come in unto the king these thirty
days.

And they told to Mordecai Esther’s words.

Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think not with thyself that
thou shalt escape in the king’s house, more than all the Jews.

For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there
enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou
and thy father’s house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou
art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?

¶ Then Esther bade them return Mordecai this answer,

Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for
me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day: I also and my
maidens will fast likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, which is not
according to the law: and if I perish, I perish.

So Mordecai went his way, and did according to all that Esther had
commanded him.
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NOW it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on her royal apparel,
and stood in the inner court of the king’s house, over against the king’s
house: and the king sat upon his royal throne in the royal house, over
against the gate of the house.

And it was so, when the king saw Esther the queen standing in the court,
that she obtained favour in his sight: and the king held out to Esther the
golden sceptre that was in his hand. So Esther drew near, and touched the
top of the sceptre.

Then said the king unto her, What wilt thou, queen Esther? and what is thy
request? it shall be even given thee to the half of the kingdom.

And Esther answered, If it seem good unto the king, let the king and
Haman come this day unto the banquet that I have prepared for him.
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1 SO the king and Haman came to banquet with Esther the queen.

And the king said again unto Esther on the second day at the banquet of
wine, What is thy petition, queen Esther? and it shall be granted thee: and
what is thy request? and it shall be performed, even to the half of the
kingdom.

Then Esther the queen answered and said, If I have found favour in thy
sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my life be given me at my



7. Esth. 8:1, 2, 15, 16

8. Deut. 31:6

Science and Health With Key To The Scriptures
1. SH 444:10-12

2. SH 381:812

3. SH 391:3210
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petition, and my people at my request:

For we are sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and to
perish. But if we had been sold for bondmen and bondwomen, I had held
my tongue, although the enemy could not countervail the king’s damage.

¶ Then the king Ahasuerus answered and said unto Esther the queen, Who
is he, and where is he, that durst presume in his heart to do so?

And Esther said, The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman. Then
Haman was afraid before the king and the queen.
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ON that day did the king Ahasuerus give the house of Haman the Jews’
enemy unto Esther the queen. And Mordecai came before the king; for
Esther had told what he was unto her.

And the king took off his ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave
it unto Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman.

¶ And Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal apparel of
blue and white, and with a great crown of gold, and with a garment of fine
linen and purple: and the city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad.

The Jews had light, and gladness, and joy, and honour.

6 Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the
LORD thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor
forsake thee.

Step by
step will those who trust Him find that “God is our refuge
and strength, a very present help in trouble.”12

No laws of

matter

    When infringing some supposed law, you say that
there is danger. This fear is the danger and induces the
physical effects. We cannot in reality suffer
from breaking anything except a moral or
spiritual law.
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Fear is the fountain of sickness,
and you master fear and sin through divine Mind; hence
it is through divine Mind that you overcome disease.
Only while fear or sin remains can it bring forth death.
To cure a bodily ailment, every broken moral law should
be taken into account and the error be rebuked. Fear,
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4. SH 411:271

5. SH 374:17

6. SH 28:326

7. SH 327:2324, 293

                     
8. SH 97:2228

which is an element of all disease, must be cast out to
readjust the balance for God. Casting out evil and fear
enables truth to outweigh error. The only course is to
take antagonistic grounds against all that is opposed to
the health, holiness, and harmony of man, God’s image.
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Unspoken

pleading

    Always begin your treatment by allaying the fear
of patients. Silently reassure them as to their exemp
tion from disease and danger. Watch the re
sult of this simple rule of Christian Science,
and you will find that it alleviates the symptoms of every
disease. If you succeed in wholly removing the fear,
your patient is healed.

27

30

412:1

    Ignorance of the cause or approach of disease is no
argument against the mental origin of disease. You con
fess to ignorance of the future and incapacity to preserve
your own existence, and this belief helps rather than
hinders disease. Such a state of mind induces sickness.
It is like walking in darkness on the edge of a precipice.
You cannot forget the belief of danger, and your steps
are less firm because of your fear, and ignorance of mental
cause and effect.
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Christian warfare

    There is too much animal courage in society and not
sufficient moral courage. Christians must take up arms
against error at home and abroad. They must grapple
with sin in themselves and in others, and
continue this warfare until they have finished
their course. If they keep the faith, they will have the
crown of rejoicing.
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Moral courage

Moral courage is requisite to meet the wrong and to
proclaim the right. Reason is the most active human faculty. Let
that inform the sentiments and awaken the man’s dor
mant sense of moral obligation, and by degrees he will
learn the nothingness of the pleasures of human sense
and the grandeur and bliss of a spiritual sense, which
silences the material or corporeal. Then he not only will
be saved, but is saved.
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requires courage to utter truth; for the higher Truth
lifts her voice, the louder will error scream, until its in
articulate sound is forever silenced in oblivion.
    “He uttered His voice, the earth melted.” This Scrip
ture indicates that all matter will disappear before the
supremacy of Spirit.
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The metaphysician, making
Mind his basis of operation irrespective of matter and
regarding the truth and harmony of being as superior to
error and discord, has rendered himself strong, instead
of weak, to cope with the case; and he proportionately
strengthens his patient with the stimulus of courage and
conscious power. Both Science and consciousness are
now at work in the economy of being according to the law
of Mind, which ultimately asserts its absolute supremacy.
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Never
tell the sick that they have more courage
than strength. Tell them rather, that their strength
is in proportion to their courage. If you make the sick
realize this great truism, there will be no reaction from
over-exertion or from excited conditions. Maintain
the facts of Christian Science, — that Spirit is God, and
therefore cannot be sick; that what is termed matter
cannot be sick; that all causation is Mind, acting
through spiritual law. Then hold your ground with
the unshaken understanding of Truth and Love, and
you will win.
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Real and

counterfeit

The
confidence inspired by Science lies in the fact
that Truth is real and error is unreal. Error
is a coward before Truth. Divine Science insists that
time will prove all this. Both truth and error have come
nearer than ever before to the apprehension of mortals,
and truth will become still clearer as error is self-
destroyed.
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