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Readings for 1/17/2018

Hymns: 284, 410, 341 
The Bible

1. Jer. 33:3

2. Matt. 6:5-13

3. I Thess. 5:17

4. Matt. 7:7, 8

5. Gen. 28:1013 (to :), 1517

3 Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty
things, which thou knowest not.
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¶ And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they
love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets,
that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their
reward.

But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut
thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth
in secret shall reward thee openly.

But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they
think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.

Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things
ye have need of, before ye ask him.

After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

17 Pray without ceasing.
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¶ Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall
be opened unto you:

For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to
him that knocketh it shall be opened.
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10 ¶ And Jacob went out from Beer–sheba, and went toward Haran.

And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the
sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his
pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep.

And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it
reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and
descending on it.
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6. Isa. 59:1

7. Ps. 17:68

8. Rom. 10:11-18

9. Ps. 102:1, 2

10. Mark 11:23 verily, 24
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And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of
Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac:

And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou
goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee,
until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.

¶ And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in
this place; and I knew it not.

And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other
but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.

1 BEHOLD, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his
ear heavy, that it cannot hear:
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I have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, O God: incline thine ear
unto me, and hear my speech.

Shew thy marvellous lovingkindness, O thou that savest by thy right hand
them which put their trust in thee from those that rise up against them.

Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings,
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For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how
shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they
hear without a preacher?

And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring
glad tidings of good things!

But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath
believed our report?

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the
earth, and their words unto the ends of the world.

2

1 HEAR my prayer, O LORD, and let my cry come unto thee.

Hide not thy face from me in the day when I am in trouble; incline thine
ear unto me: in the day when I call answer me speedily.

23 verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be
thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his
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11. Ps. 19:14

Science and Health With Key To The Scriptures

1. SH 14:3124

2. SH 4:27

3. SH 8:19

24

heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass;
he shall have whatsoever he saith.

Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray,
believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.

14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable
in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.

Spiritual

sanctuary

Effectual

invocation

    “When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and,
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father
which is in secret; and thy Father, which seeth in
secret, shall reward thee openly.”
    So spake Jesus. The closet typifies the sanctuary of
Spirit, the door of which shuts out sinful sense but
lets in Truth, Life, and Love. Closed to
error, it is open to Truth, and vice versa.
The Father in secret is unseen to the physical senses,
but He knows all things and rewards according to
motives, not according to speech. To enter into the
heart of prayer, the door of the erring senses must be
closed. Lips must be mute and materialism silent,
that man may have audience with Spirit, the divine
Principle, Love, which destroys all error.
    In order to pray aright, we must enter into the
closet and shut the door. We must close the lips and
silence the material senses. In the quiet
sanctuary of earnest longings, we must
deny sin and plead God’s allness. We must resolve to
take up the cross, and go forth with honest hearts to
work and watch for wisdom, Truth, and Love. We
must “pray without ceasing.” Such prayer is an‑
swered, in so far as we put our desires into practice.
The Master’s injunction is, that we pray in secret and
let our lives attest our sincerity.
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Veritable

devotion

    Audible prayer can never do the works of spiritual
understanding, which regenerates; but silent prayer,
watchfulness, and devout obedience enable
us to follow Jesus’ example. Long prayers,
superstition, and creeds clip the strong pinions of love,
and clothe religion in human forms. Whatever mate‑
rializes worship hinders man’s spiritual growth and keeps
him from demonstrating his power over error.
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5:1
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4. SH 5:2228

5. SH 10:22

6. SH 1:17 (np)

    A wordy prayer may afford a quiet sense of self-

justification, though it makes the sinner a hypocrite.

We never need to despair of an honest heart; but

there is little hope for those who come only spasmodi‑
cally face to face with their wickedness and then seek to

hide it. Their prayers are indexes which do not correspond

with their character. They hold secret fellowship with

sin, and such externals are spoken of by Jesus as “like

unto whited sepulchres . . . full . . . of all uncleanness.”

8:1
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Cancellation of

human sin

    Prayer is not to be used as a confessional to cancel sin.

Such an error would impede true religion. Sin is forgiven

only as it is destroyed by Christ, — Truth and

Life. If prayer nourishes the belief that sin is

cancelled, and that man is made better merely by praying,

prayer is an evil. He grows worse who continues in sin

because he fancies himself forgiven.
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Asking amiss

    Experience teaches us that we do not always receive

the blessings we ask for in prayer. There is some mis‑
apprehension of the source and means of

all goodness and blessedness, or we should

certainly receive that for which we ask. The Scrip‑
tures say: “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask

amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.” That

which we desire and for which we ask, it is not always

best for us to receive. In this case infinite Love will

not grant the request. Do you ask wisdom to be mer‑
ciful and not to punish sin? Then “ye ask amiss.”

Without punishment, sin would multiply. Jesus’ prayer,

“Forgive us our debts,” specified also the terms of

forgiveness. When forgiving the adulterous woman he

said, “Go, and sin no more.”
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11:1

3

The prayer that reforms the sinner and heals the

sick is an absolute faith that all things are

possible to God, — a spiritual understanding of Him,

an unselfed love. Regardless of what another may say

or think on this subject, I speak from experience.

Prayer, watching, and working, combined with self-im‑
molation, are God’s gracious means for accomplishing

whatever has been successfully done for the Christian‑
ization and health of mankind.

    Thoughts unspoken are not unknown to the divine

Mind. Desire is prayer; and no loss can occur from

trusting God with our desires, that they may be

moulded and exalted before they take form in words

1:1
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7. SH 8:2830

8. SH 351:27

9. SH 3:17
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Right motives

and in deeds.

    What are the motives for prayer? Do we pray to

make ourselves better or to benefit those who hear us,

to enlighten the infinite or to be heard of

men? Are we benefited by praying? Yes,

the desire which goes forth hungering after righteous‑
ness is blessed of our Father, and it does not return

unto us void.

2:1
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Searching

the heart

    We should examine ourselves and learn what is the

affection and purpose of the heart, for in this way

only can we learn what we honestly are.30

Fruitless worship

    The Israelites centred their thoughts on the material

in their attempted worship of the spiritual. To them

matter was substance, and Spirit was shadow.

They thought to worship Spirit from a ma‑
terial standpoint, but this was impossible. They might

appeal to Jehovah, but their prayer brought down no

proof that it was heard, because they did not sufficiently

understand God to be able to demonstrate His power

to heal, — to make harmony the reality and discord the

unreality.
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Prayerful

ingratitude

    How empty are our conceptions of Deity! We admit

theoretically that God is good, omnipotent, omni‑
present, infinite, and then we try to give

information to this infinite Mind. We plead

for unmerited pardon and for a liberal outpouring of

benefactions. Are we really grateful for the good

already received? Then we shall avail ourselves of the

blessings we have, and thus be fitted to receive more.

Gratitude is much more than a verbal expression of

thanks. Action expresses more gratitude than speech.

18

21

24


